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Introduction to the Dialogue  

The purpose of the National Ecosystem Assessment (NEA) Dialogue is to debate and 
scrutinise the NEA’s findings and their implications for policy and decision making. The 
dialogue is being run in partnership with the Natural Environmental Research Council 
(NERC), the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) and Sciencewise, 
the UK’s national centre for dialogue in policy involving science and technology issues. Led 
by the Department of Politics, University of Exeter, this is the largest ever dialogue project 
commissioned through Sciencewise. To date, it has involved 118 people - representing a 
cross-section of the general public1 - who have met 3 times over three locations 
(Birmingham, Exeter and Glasgow) to discuss the NEA’s work.  
 
The Royal Society event is designed to consolidate and extend the findings of the dialogue. 
It is formal part of the dialogue process involving interactions between the public and 
specialists, and is specifically addressing two key issues:  

 Whether and in what contexts valuation provides an acceptable basis for making 
decisions about the natural environment;  

 Where roles and responsibilities should be assigned in managing the natural 
environment.  

In pursuing these concerns the event will provide insight into how NEA concepts and 
approaches can inform the wider research and evidence requirements of dialogue partners 
and beneficiaries, for instance, those reflected in Defra’s 2014 Evidence Strategy and NERC’s 
upcoming Valuing Nature Programme.  

Background  

To date, the process has involved 9 one-day dialogue events in which participants have 
interacted with a range of specialists (from spatial planners to environmental managers) 
applying ecosystem service thinking in their work, and academic researchers directly 
contributing evidence to the NEA. Through this process participants have built up a strong 
understanding of the concepts, approaches, and findings of the NEA and evaluated this 
work critically in a range of contexts, including marine and urban planning and the 
management of upland and lowland landscapes. A number of important messages are 
emerging from this process about the way environment is understood as an asset for human 
well-being, and the problems and prospects people foresee in making the ecosystems 
services framework a publically credible basis for managing the natural environment. In 
general the dialogue participants:  

 View the concept and framework of ecosystem services in a cautiously positive or 
constructively critical way;  

 Value approaches to decision making that recognise complexity and uncertainty and 
which take a long term view;  

 Highlight that, alongside formal stakeholders, the wider public can contribute 
expertise to inform decision making about issues of salient local and regional concern.  

 
                                                           
1
 The dialogue has convened an illustrative range of participants in terms of: (i) social-economic criteria – age, gender, 

occupation, ethnicity and rural and urban participants and (ii) levels of self-reported awareness and interest in 
environmental issues. Events were held in Birmingham, Exeter and Glasgow. 



The Royal Society dialogue  

Thirty six of the dialogue participants are being reconvened to take part in this one-and-a-
half day event to discuss and evaluate further some of the implications of the NEA for policy 
development and decision making. Discussions will be structured to elaborate in two key 
areas:  
 
1. Valuing our natural environment  

The dialogue will use practical examples to specifically explore whether and how public 
assessments and perceptions of ‘good’ decision making about the natural environment are:  

 reinforced, challenged or transformed by different approaches to the valuation of 
natural environment and ecosystem services;  

 require the use of particular types and mixes of valuation analyses;  

 rely on approaches to decision making that are contrary or counterpointed to the 
valuation approaches.  

There are a range of different grounds on which a decision may be considered ‘good’ - 
reliable, proportionate, fair, transparent among others- which we will pursue in the 
dialogue. In pursuing these concerns an important feature of the dialogue will be to 
consider how views on valuation vary according to the scales of decision making (e.g. 
national and local decisions); who creates and owns valuation evidence (e.g. Government, 
business or researchers); the focus of valuation (e.g. views may vary according different 
ecosystem services or habitat types) and ethical considerations (e.g. rights of nature).  
 
2. Roles and responsibilities at the local level 
 
Again, drawing on practical examples the dialogue will specifically explore in what ways, and 
to what extent, implementing an ecosystems approach in local contexts should:  

 promote and enable the development of market based mechanisms to reward and 
finance sustainable behaviours and practices;  

 promote stakeholder engagement that involves government and wider civil society 
interactions assuming particular roles and responsibilities;  

Understanding how reasoning varies according to context will again be important in this 
dialogue, such as variation according to the type of market based mechanism proposed (e.g. 
Models and approaches to PES and Offsetting), the scales of management, (e.g. 
neighbourhoods and catchments) and problem focuses (e.g. types of ecosystem service and 
habitats). 

 
The involvement of policy & practice stakeholders in this dialogue  

Dialogue is distinguished by interactions between policy and practice specialists and the 
wider public. We therefore welcome the participation of policy and practice stakeholders in 
this dialogue to explore issues, aspirations and concerns about the concepts and approaches 
of the National Ecosystem Assessment. While the ‘spotlight’ is on what the public 
participants say, wider stakeholders sit at the table with public participants and contribute 
to the discussion. 



Timetable of events 

Day 1 - 30th Sept. Valuing our natural environment 

13.00 Arrival, registration and buffet lunch.  

14.00  Reintroducing the NEA Public Dialogue. Welcome and Scene-setting  

Dr R. Fish & Dr E. Saratsi, (Exeter) with contribution from M. Everard 

14.30  Valuing nature: a governmental perspective  

Opening Remarks by Helen Dunn (Defra) 

14.40 Group dialogue - warm up exercise and feedback to the room 

15.00 Valuing nature: why an economic perspective matters 

Professor Ian Bateman, OBE. University of East Anglia 

Valuing nature: Is an economic perspective enough? 

Rev. Canon Nigel Cooper (Anglia Ruskin University) 

15.30 Initial reactions to speakers and remarks from previous sessions 

Dr R. Fish & Dr E. Saratsi (Exeter) 

15.45 Refreshment  

16.00 Facilitated dialogue  

 Capturing values about ecosystem services: exploring the evidence  

 Making decisions based on valuation evidence  

 Evaluating valuation  

17.30 Plenary 

18.00  Close  

  



Day 2 - 1st Oct. Sustaining ecosystem services at the local level: roles and responsibilities 

09.00  Arrival and coffee  

09.30  Welcome & scene setting, Reflections on Day 1 and Intro. to the theme of day  

Dr R. Fish & Dr E. Saratsi (Exeter) 

09.45 Group dialogue - Mapping roles and responsibilities  

10.00 Sustaining ecosystem services: where do governmental responsibilities begin 
and end?  

Simon Maxwell (Defra)  

10.15 Sustaining ecosystem services: the potential for market based mechanisms 

Professor Mark Everard (University of the West of England/Pundamilla Ltd) 

10.30  Ecosystem services and the role of the market: a concerned view 

Professor Sian Sullivan (Bath Spa University) 

10.45 Initial reactions to speakers and remarks from previous sessions 

Dr R. Fish & Dr E. Saratsi (Exeter) 

10.55 Refreshment 

11.10 Facilitated dialogue  

 Exploring how market mechanisms might be used and applied using case 
studies in and across different habitats  

 Evaluating roles and responsibilities in sustaining ecosystem services at the 
local level 

13.00 Lunch 

13.45 Dialogue feedback 

14.15  Utilising the findings: shaping the ‘five’ key messages of the dialogue 

Open space: public & specialists debate & augment key findings  

15.00  Refreshments available 

15.15  Dialogue and beneficiary feedback  

15.40 Closing Statement & Evaluation 

Dr R. Fish & Dr E. Saratsi (Exeter) 

16.00 Close 

 

 



Specialist Speakers 

Professor Ian Bateman, OBE  Professor of Environmental Sciences, Univ. of East Anglia  

 
Ian is an Environmental Economist and Director of the Centre for Social and Economic 
Research on the Global Environment at the University of East Anglia. He led the economic 
analysis of the UK National Ecosystem Assessment and is a member of the Natural Capital 
Committee, an independent advisory body, set up in 2012 to advise the government on 
the state of England’s natural capital. Ian is also member of the Defra Science Advisory 
Council, which provides expert independent advice on science policy and strategy to the 
Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs.  
 
Rev. Canon Nigel Cooper  University Chaplin, Anglia Ruskin University, Cambridge  

 
Nigel is a priest and believes in the application of faith to the big issues of our day, 
particularly those of justice, peace and creation. He has led a number of nature and 
spiritual retreats, helping people find God through their relationship with nature. Nigel has 
an interest in ecology and a concern for the environment, writing on subjects such as 
churchyard conservation and the philosophy behind natural history. His current research 
work is in the economics of ecosystem services and has been contributing to the National 
Ecosystem Assessment.  
 
Professor Mark Everard  Associate Professor, University of the West of England  

 
Mark Everard has been involved professionally in the science, policy-making, international 
development and education about the environment and its sustainable use since the 
1970s. Mark is an Associate Professor of Ecosystem Services at the University of the West 
of England. His interests span many international development commitments across five 
continents, mainly addressing the freshwater environment and its equitable and 
sustainable use and wider ecosystem service issues.  
 
Professor Sian Sullivan  Professor of Environment and Culture, Bath Spa University  

 
Sian Sullivan is Professor of Environment and Culture at Bath Spa University and an 
Anthropologist by training. Sian has researched widely on the relationship between 
livelihoods and conservation, with a focus of research in Zambia, Namibia and Swaziland. 
Part of Sian’s research is on the way economic thinking is shaping approaches to 
environmental protection and conservation. Sian takes a critical view of attempts to 
‘financialise’ nature and concepts like ecosystem services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


